THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1875.] a [ CONFIDENTIAL 


SELECTIONS 
: ie FROM THE : | 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 12th June, 1873. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Mujid-i-Am of the ist June notices the distress 
brought on the inhabitants of many towns and villages by 
the recent fires, and calls upon Government to adopt measures 
of relief similar to those adopted by it during the récent 
famine in Bengal. 


The Mayo Memorial Gazette of the same date says that 
since Major Lambert has been appointed Cantonment Ma- 
gistrate of Rawalpindi some strange orders have been passed 
there. Among these the writer mentions the order prohibit- 
ing the building of privies on the upper storeys of the shops. 
in the. sudder bazar, which are inhabited by thousands of per- 
sons, and making any sweeper who may go there to clean. 
liable to a fine of Rs. 15. The result of this prohibition can- 
not but be that the tenants of the houses will be compelled to 
evacuate them, to the great:loss.of the owners.. 

The Shula-i-Fur of the same date notices the extortions 
practised on railway passengers by the collectors: of octroi at 
the Delhi railway station. Théy make a close search of 
the passengers’ personal luggage, which ordinarily consists 
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of nothing but wearing apparel and other things of daily use, 
thereby subjecting the owners to much needless trouble and 
inconvenience, which can be escaped only by the payment of 
a consideration. 


The attention of the authorities at Delhi is invited to this. 


The same paper, noticing the failure within the last month 

of several mahajans of Cawnpore, and among these of Bhola 

-* Wath and Basdev of Collectorganj, the amount of whose 

liabilities is Rs. 30,000 or 35,000, alleges that mahajans of an 

inferior class make bankruptcy a pretext for embezzling other 

men’s moriey; and thinks that in all such cases the District 

Court .should be bound to ascertain the real cause of the 

failure. Unless this is done these dishonest practices will 
never be stopped. 
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The Ashraf-ul-Akhbar of the same date commends the 
case of the Sub-Deputy Inspectors (or, as they are now to be 
called under the new arrangements, Sub-Inspectors) of Cus- 
toms, who are Hindustanis, to the favourable consideration of 
the Government. While the minimun pay of the European 
Inspectors is Rs. 200, rising to Rs. 500, the scale sanctioned 
for the Native Sub-Inspectors is Rs. 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70, 


which is extremely low, and ought, in justice to the latter, 
to be raised to Rs. 60, 70, 80, 90, and 100. 


‘The Ab-i- Hayat-i- Hind of the same date attributes the 


growing increase in crime in the British dominions in these 
days to the following reasons :— 
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(a.) The abolition of police amore at-every kos on the 
aa roads. 


(6.) The chances of escape which the 5 English! law and the 
procedure of the English Courts of Justice afford to arrested 
thieves. The services of able and learned Barristers can ‘be 


secured for money, and these persons, by employing various 
shifts and expedients, pro cure a prompt acquittal. 


In its local news column the same paper mentions a terrible 
hail-storm ju Mauzas Bamroli ‘and Dhin sari (Agra). 


>” 
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The Akhbar-t-Alam of the 3rd June remarks that it is a 
great defect in the English Courts of Justice that their subor- 
dinate officials take heavy bribes. Even muharrirs drawing 
Rs. 10 or 15 a month, to say nothing of peshkars and sarish- 
tadars, receive hedvade of rupees in bribes. This is fully 
manifest from the: fact that, notwithstanding the smallness of 
their income, their expenses are so high that many of them 
publicly keep prostitutes on Rs. 40 or 50 per mensem, and 
spend large sums in other ways. With all this the authorities 
take no notice of the dishonest and unlawful practices of these 
officials; and it is only when a formal charge of bribery is 
brought against them, which is rarely the case, on account of 
the difficulties attending the proving of such a charge, that they 
think of calling them to account. Such a system is extremely 
absurd, and as long as it is adhered to there can be no hope 
that bribery and corruption will be abolished. The editor 
thinks the best plan for checking the abuse would be to 
require all officials, at the time of appointment, to take an 


oath according to the forms of the religion to which they 


may belong, binding them to take no bribes. This oath 
should be administered in their religious places of worship, 
and should be renewed every month. 


A Naini Tal correspondent of the Lauh-t-Mahfuz of the _ 


4th June says that the owners of the houses which were burnt 
down by the recent conflagration have submitted petitions to 
the municipal committee asking permission to rebuild them, 
but that the committee seem to be averse to the measure, and 
intend simply to allow them the price of the land. If , this 
happens, the unfortunate men will be entirely undone ; and the 
writer, therefore, hopes that the Commissioner, who inspected 


the houses a few days ago and expressed much sympathy for ; 


the sufferers, will not sanction the committee’ s proposal. 


Another.correspondent of the same paper, writing from. 


Haldwani (Naini Tal), mentions the plundering of @ person on 
his way to Kashipur with some money seven miles outside 
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Haldwani. The robbery was accompanied by severe bodily 
hurt. The writer remarks that unless the bad characters of 


-the place, who nominally keep shops, but in reality. pursue 


unlawful courses, are put under proper restraint ; and unless 
the police constables, who pass all their time in prostitutes’ 
houses, and who, while they call at honest men’s houses three 
or four times every evening to enquire if any guest has put 
up there, make no such interference with badmashes, are 
awakened to asenso of their duty, cases of this kind will 
never cease. 


In its local news columns the same paper notices the as- 
sault made on the City Police Inspector of Moradabad by a 
bad character by name Gulzar, and the fact that the latter 
was at once arrested, and being so dread fully beaten by 
the Inspector’s attendant policemen that his life is despaired 
of. It is said that the motive of the assault was revenge for 


abusive language recentty ‘used towards the man by the 


Inspector. 


The editor draws the following conclusions: from the 
case :— 


(1.) The result of the mildness with which the English 
law deals with persons of bad livelihood is that they do not 


shrink from laying violent heads on gentlemen and even on 
the authorities. 


(2.) The conduct of the police in using force on the 
offender after having secured him was unlawful. 


(3) The habit of using abusive language, to which 


some public officers, and especially police officers, are 100 


much addicted, is attended by the worst consequences. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the same date, in an article contri- 
buted by a correspondent, criticizes the Road Cess Act re- 
cently introduced in Bihar. It is-said that this Act is felt 
as a serious grievance by the inhabitants of. that province, 
and that such a strict regulation was never enforeed in the 
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British dominions before. One of the provisions of the Act 
is that in case of the assessment not being paid up at the 
proper time, the defaulter becomes liable to a fine of Rs. 50 
per diem until the payment is made. The severity of this 
provision may be imagined, especially in the case of a proprie+ 
tor of a few bighas of land. Worse still, the way in which 
notices relating to the payment of the cess are served is such 
that those whom they concern rarely get any information of 
them. As many as 100 or 200 notices are given to a single 
peon, who, instead of handing them over to the proper persons, 
or giving them full publicity by beat of drum or by posting 
them in a public place, fixes them on any houses he chooses. 
And yet if any one were to adduce the plea of non-receipt of 
the notice, the authorities pay no attention, and the law is 
at once enforced against him. 


The writer also thinks it strange that the roads for the 
repair of which the cess is raised are reserved exclusively for 
the use of the authorities and the Bengali Baboos, while those 
who pay the tax are prohibited from walking on them, on 
pain of punishment. _ : 


The Panjali-Akhbar of the 5th June mentions a serious 
case of application of torture by the police in Mauza Jamal-— 
wal, eight kos from the town of Chakwal (Jhilam). A. bur- 
glary having been committed in the Mauza Mahta, Arjun Das 
went to the spot with his subordinate policemen, conducted 
an inquiry for three days, and on the fourth day wrote a note 
to the Tahsildar of Ohakwal, saying that Mahra, a. mochi, who 
was accused of the crime and was placed under arrest, had 
made his escape. On the same day the mochi’s corpse was 
found lying beneath a hill near the mauza, and his relatives 
lodged a complaint in the tahsil, stating that the police tied 
the deceased to a charpoy and suspended him by the legs. for 
three days, and then drove a wooden peg into his private 
parts ; that in that state Buddhe Khan, sergeant, took. the 
mother, wife and sister of the. deceased into the room'in which 
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the latter was confined, stripped them of their clothes and used 
force towards them, and after having threatened to subject 
them to a similar treatment turned them out; and that on 
the third night, when the deceased died of the torture applied, 
the police threw out the corpse at the foot of the hill. Unfor- 
tunately this statement could not be proved, and the police 
escaped with impunity. The papers of the case have been 
sent to the Deputy Commissioner. 


A Lahore correspondent of the Hindu Prakash of the same 
date mentions a serious case of murder and some other cases 
which have regently happened in that city, all of which he 
ascribes to the prevalence of the vice of gambling there—the 


result of the negligence of the police, who are probably in 
collusion with the gamblers. 


The writer also draws the attention of the District Com- 
mittee of Lahore to the bad state of the road leadin ng to the 
place of the Bhadr Kali fair. 


In its local news columns the same paper notices the in- 
convenience caused to the people of Amritsar city by the dirty 
and dusty state of the Ram Bagh street. The municipal 
committee should see to this. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the same date thinks that the measures — 
_ adopted by the Agra Municipality for the suppression of fires 
- should be introduced in all cities. ‘The editor would also ask. 
Government to provide all large cities with fire-engines, at 
the cost of the State, and would urge all municipal, com- 
mittees to render aid similar to that given by the Lahore 
Municipality :to the sufferers from the recent ‘conflagration at 


Peshawar, to the people of other places where similar disas- 
ters have befallen. . | 


“A letter fromthe proprie tor of the same pap er, who recently 
visited Mari (Panjab), describes in vivid colours the distress 
caused by the late-disastrous ‘fire there. ‘ The loss caused’ by 
the catastrophe is.said' to have been immense.- One merchant: 
alone, Bhawani Parshad, had:houses worth one lakh destroyed. 
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Such of the property as was saved from the flames was car- 
ried away by any one who could lay his hands upon it. Even 
European soldiers shared in the plunder; but while others 
in whose possession any part of the stolen property is 
found are condemned to the triangles, they have escaped with 


impunity, although they have thrown many of their spoils’ 


down the khad, and whole pieces of garnet and other kinds 
of cloth have been found near their barracks bearing marks 
of having been used for necessary purposes. 


The writer adds that nothing has as yet been done by 
Government for the relief of the sufferers, but, on the contrary, 
proposals to change the site of the bazar are under consideration. 


The Ataltk-t-Hind of the same date invites the attention 
of the municipal committees of cities and towns to the follow- 
ing useful suggestions :— 

(a.) Hvery municipality should have a staff of registered 
hackney vehicles for the convenience of the public. 


 (0.) A list of all houses to let should be kept at the city 
police-station, with particulars regarding situation, owner’s 
name, rent, &c., and a notice containing similar details 
should be posted on the door of each house in the list. 


(c.) A public registry office for servants should be main- 
tained. | 


(d.) Shops for the sale of flesh and sweetmeats should be 


protected by awnings. 


(e.) There should be a municipal contractor for the sale 
of feathered game. 

Af) The sale of uwholesome provisions and quack medi- 
cines should be strictly prohibited. ; 

(9.) No new house should be built before the plan has 
been approved by the municipal committee. 
- .(h.) » A good: library of oriental as well as English literary 
and scientific works should be kept up for the ‘benefit: of the: 
public, ; Se cs 
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_ .(4) The sarais in the city should be kept. olean, and 
separate apartments for men and animals should be provided 
in them. 


A Peshawar correspondent of the same paper says that 
the recent fire there having opened a field for the redistribu- 
tion of the population of the city, the authorities propose to 
follow a particular arrangement in making the reform, by 
which itis feared that Hindus will be quartered in places 
hitherto inhabited by Musalmans, and vice versd. The writer 
thinks the change a dangerous one, as it will lead to the 
building of temples and pagodas on the sites of mosques, and 
the reverse—a circumstance which might cause religious dis- 
turbances. . ae 


Under the heading ‘* Ambala,” the same paper mentions 
the breaking out of a fire in Araiyan-ka-Mohalla and the 
destruction of sixty houses, with a loss of Rs. .5,000 and a 
male infant. io 


The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-i-Hind of the same date and the 
Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 7th June remark the evil con- 
sequences of decorating children with ornaments. Every 
year numbers of children are murdered for the sake of these 
trinkets, which are often of small value. Several cases of this 
kind have recently happened in Lucknow, Cawnpore and other 
cities. And the Kavi Vachan Sudha mentions another case 
which happened in Benares city some time ago, in which a 
Brahman’s son was killed by his old and trusty servant for 
the sake of Rs. 12 worth of ornaments which he wore. 


This subject has often been noticed in the. Selections,, and 


the need of interference on the part.of Government. pointed 
ae . 


The Rohilkhand Akhbar of the 5th June, quoting the Pis- 
neer, notices a case recently tried in the court of a Magistrate 
at. Ambala, in which a respectable native was. arrested and 
fined Rs, 50 for having a gambling party in his house, 
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although there was no allegation that he hired his house for 
the purpose. The writer holds up this case as a fit instance of 
the unequal working of the English laws on the subject of 
gambling, and asks what difference there is between the gam- 
bling of natives and that which takes place amongst Eurdpeans 
at hotels, clubs, and private houses. If the Magistrate was 
informed of a whist party at an officer’s house, he would cer- 
tainly never think of issuing-a warrant for the search of the 
house and the apprehension ofall found gambling within it; and 
such being the case, it may be questioned‘in what sense the 
English law is just if it deals so rigorously with an act when 
committed by one class of the subjects, and ignores it alto- 
gether when committed by another, the effects from a moral 
and social point of view being exactly the‘same_in both cases. 


The Iftikhar-ul-Akhbar of the same date mentions the 
plundering of the camel stage carriage running between Delhi 
and Meerut, by the Gujars of Salimpur, on the night of the 
4th June. The editor wonders that this should have happened 
so near the police station of Shahdara ; and he concludes from 
this that all thefts and highway robberies that now happen are 
committed with the connivance of the police. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 9th June, 
writing from Baraich, invites the attention of the authorities 
there to the malpractices of certain sharpers, who, by holding 
mock auctions under the show of authority, impose upon ignor- 
ant persons and cheat them out of their money. The Oudh 
Government should prohibit such mock auctions. 


_ A Patna correspondent of the Nur-ul-Anwar of the 12th 
June says that in two days four ferry boats have been lost in 
‘the Ganges with all their passengers. In one instance, at 
Nasiri Ganj, near Dewapur, a whole marriage-party were 
drowned. The writer remarks that cases of this kind frequent- 
ly happen in the Ganges at Patna, and he urges the authorities 
_to place a steamer there, to be ‘maintained by the ferry con- 
tractor. 
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POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Marwar Gazette of the 31st May, in its local news 
columns, notices the establishment of a new school in the 
Jodhpur State for the education of the princes of Marwar. 
The opening ceremony took place on the 26th May, when 
four princes attended the school to receive instruction. 


\ the Nur-ul-Absar of the 1st June, in an article on Native 
States, remarks that though it cannot be denied that tho 
chiefs of these States, and especially their officers, do not 
possess sufficient ability, or that their ability is of a type 
which is unsuited to the present age, it must at the same 
time be borne in mind that they are so completely at the 
disposal of the Residents or Political Agents accredited to 
their courts that they cannot act with freedom: and indepen- 
dence, but have to study the will and pleasure of these 
officers in every matter ; and yet if the result happens to 
be bad, the whole blame is thrown on the native ruler, and 
the Political Officer loses no time in making a report of the 
mismanagement of the State .to Government. From what 
the editor has been able to ascertain, both. his personal 
experience and otherwise, he can confidently assert that 
the Residents and Political Agents. have such power and 
influence over the chiefs and their officers that whatever 
is done in the States may be said to be done by them, 
and that they have the same control over the States and 
their administration as Collectors and Magistrates hayp 
over thanadars and tahsildars. For these reasons, when- 
ever any Native State is: charged with mismanagement, 
justice requires that the Political Officer concerned should 
also be held responsible for it. This plan will be useful 
in inducing every Resident and Political Agent to exercise 
more efficient supervision over the administration of the 
States, and in preventing him from making wrong reports | 
against them through hostile or selfish motives. But the 
better policy, in the writer’s opinion, would be to do away 
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with the Residents and Political Agents altogether, and in- 
troduce the system adopted by the Emperor Akbar, who 
viewed his feudatories as his Honorary Sadr Sadére or 
Deputy Collectors, and thought it sufficient to call for an 
annual report of the administration of their States and to 
appoint a trustworthy officer to make a tour of inspection 
through their States. This officer should be posted in some 
place within his circuit, and should pay periodical visits to 
each of the States in his jurisdiction, as is at present the 
case with the Political A, gent of Nowgong. The impolicy 
of the existing system of posting a Resident or Political 
Agent in each State has been fully exposed by the Baroda case. 


The Ashraf-ul-Akhbar of: the same date censures the con- 
duct of the Nawab of Loharai in assisting in the defence of 
Mr: Manual, the local funds clerk at Dehli, who after giving 
repeated proofs of his misconduct, and having recently embez- 
zled Government-money, had made his escape, and has since 
been arrested at Meerut and brought to Dehli for trial. 
It is a matter of great surprise to the editor that the Na- 
wab should have espoused the cause of such a man in a case 
in which Government is the prosecutor ;. but love, says he, 
can make a man do anything. Mrs. Manual went over to the 
Nawab, and he had no help but to. promise to do her all the 
help in his power to procure the acquittal of her husband. 
‘The writer adds that the Nawab’s conduct is too well known 
to need any further comments on his part. 

[ae Oudh Akhbar of the 2nd June criticizes the remarks 
made by the Anglo-Indian journalists on the native princes 
who were invited to take part in the Baroda commission. The 
editor begins by expressing his regret that these princes of 
exalted rank, who quitted their States and the heavy respon- 
nibilities connected with -them—to— partake in the commission 
in obedience to the orders of Government, and who devoted 
themselves heart and soul to the arduous work assigned to 
them till the end of the commission, and ultimately recorded 
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their honest and conscientious opinions on the case, should 
have received no better meed for all their loyalty and self- 
sacrifice than bitter censures and unmerited reproaches from 
most of the Anglo-Indian journalists. -For instance, one 
remarks that the Government will never again invite their 
aid on a similar occasion ; another asserts that native princes 
have not as yet acquired ability and experience sufficient to 
enable them to express an opinion in any matter; while a 
third, the editor of the Pioneer, has gone so far in his pre- 
judice as to leave no stone unturned to expose them to 
ridicule and contempt. The editor here particularly animad- 
verts on the article which appeared in the Pioneer of the 26th 
May, under the heading “ The moral of the Baroda story,” 
and shows the opinions and sentiments therein expressed to the 


prejudice of the chiefs and princes of Native States to be 
extremely unjust and biased a 


_ The Tonk correspondent of the Khair-Khwah-i-Alam of 
the same date says that the administration of that State now 

rests on a very weak basis. Prince Abad Ullah Khan, the 
‘administrator of the State, is too old for the active discharge 
of the duties of his office, and is idle during the greater por- 
tion of the month. To make matters worse, his proposals 
are often thwarted by the Nawab, several instances of which 
have recently happened. In one of these the prince detected 
defalcations to the extent of Rs. 6,000 against one Abdul 
Hak, a friend of the Mir-i-Saman, and succeeded in recover- 
ing Rs. 5,000 from him; but the Nawab, on the earnest 
entreaties of the Mir-i-Saman, ordered the refund of the 
money. The writer also notices a strange order passed by the 
Nawab, according to which a debtor is allowed two years’ 


respite for the payment of his debt. This ruling is felt by 


money-lenders as a serious grievance, and has given. them 


much cause for complaint, 


Under the heading “Jaipur,” the same paper says that 
the record of the case of the theft of Muhammad - Umar 


( 269 ) 


Khan’s currency notes has come from Meerut to the Agency 
Court; but that owing to the shifts of the pleaders of the 
Jaipur and Tonk States and the Mir Munshi of the Agency, 
who are intent on the defendant’s acquittal, the plaintiff's 
petitions are returned without any order passed on them. 
The Political Agent, through his ignorance, pays no heed to 
such tricks of his subordinate officials. 


The correspondent also mentions a strange case brought 
into the Criminal Court of Jaipur, in which a Brahman has 
been charged by another with having stolen away Rs. 100 
worth of cow-dung, the property of his brother, and, not- 
withstanding the absurdity of the claim and the fact of the 
owner having contradicted the theft and filed a deed of com- 
promise, the poor man has not been released and has not 
even been admitted to bail. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 4th June, in a long editorial, 
defends the Governor-General from the charge of injustice 
imputed to him in dealing with the Baroda case ; and remarks 
that, taking into consideration all the circumstances of the 
case and the notorious misconduct of Maharaja Malhar Rao, 
there can be no question that the action taken by His Excel- 
lency in the case cannot but be said to be just. The editor 
goes on to remark on Lord Northbrook’s benevolent intentions 
towards the country, of which the arrangements made by him 
on a grand scale for meeting the Bengal famine are said to 
be a convincing proof. 


A correspondent of the Panjabi Akhbar of the 5th June 
says that since Mr. Lepel Griffin has been appointed Super- 
intendent of Kapurthala the administration of that State has 
been considerably improved, and various reforms have been 
introduced into it. The Superintendent has also undertaken 
to curtail the unnecessary expenses with which the State is 
encumbered. The writer gives credit to Mr. Griffin for all 
this, but would at the same time invite his attention to the 
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imperative necessity of reducing the Government demand on 
land, which is ruinous to the zemindars, to a level with that 
made in the adjacent districts of the British dominions. 


The same paper, under the heading “Jaipur,” draws atten- 
tion to the following nuisances in that city :— 


(a.) The number of bulls which roam at large in the 
_ bazars and the streets and cause much mischief. If the 
municipal committee were to set apart an enclosure for 
these animals and make proper arrangements for their support 
by raising a monthly subscription from the inhabitants of 
the city, the nuisance would be abated. 


(6.) The different kinds of mendicants who extort alms 
from the people of the bazars by exhibiting strange forms of 


penance, as cutting themselves with knives, and other un- 
seemly performances. ) 


The writer wonders that the municipal committee should 
take no notice of such abuses. The reason is said. to be the 
fact that the members are rarely changed. 


Under the heading ‘‘ Haidarabad ” (Deccan), the same 
paper says that criminal cases are still frequent there. The 


writer gives a detail of some which have a uring 
the last few days. 


The Karnama of the 8th June learns from the Chiragh-i- 
Rajasthan that- the governor of Shaikhawati (Rajputana) 
practises great oppression on his subjects. He exacts a tax 
even on waste lands, and for the least delay in payment he 
inflicts punishment on the defaulters. Similar oppression is 
said to be practised on the people of Reni (Rajputana) by the 
governor of that place. He levies a tax of his own from 
them without permission from the Raj, and takes from maha- 
jans whatever things he chooses without paying the price. 


Under the heading “ Dhaulpur,” the same paper men- 


tions a theft of property of the value of Rs. 17,000 i in the 
house of a mahajan there. 


4 
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The Khair-Khwah-i-Panjab of the same date notices a 
strange custom said to be in vogue in the Bandi State (Raj- 
putana). The gates of the city are closed at 4 o’clock in the 
evening, after which time no stranger is allowed to enter the 
city without permission from the Raja. 


The Rifah-t-Am of the same date quotes with approval 
the suggestion made by the Nur A/fshan that, in order to 
avoid the evil consequences resulting from the ignorance of 
the chiefs and princes of Native States, Government should 
pass an order ruling that if any native prince neglects to 
give his heir-apparent a proper education, such heir-apparent 
will be debarred from the right of succession to his sove- 
relgonty. 

COMMERCIAL. 


( Ratlways.) 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 1st June publishes two letters 
on the grievances of railway travelling, written by its corres- 
pondents from Gurgaon and Calcutta. In the first letter the 
writer begins by remarking that, except as regards speed, a 
journey by rail. is in no way advantageous to the passengers, 
who have to suffer in various ways, and receive extremely 
insulting and disgraceful treatment at the hands of the rail- 
way officials, and especially the police; and by expressing his 
regret that though so much has been written both by English 
and vernacular newspapers on this subject, no steps should 
have been taken for removing the grievances complained of. 
He then goes on to mention what recently came under his 
personal observation at the Rajputana State Railway station at 
Delhi.. When the distribution of tickets was going on, a peon 


with a club was using force against the passengers and abusing 


them, and if any of them ventured to remonstrate with him on 
such i Improper treatment, the peon tried his utmost to prevent 
him from obtaining a ticket at all. An old Brahman was thus 
obstructed by him, and when at last the poor man succeeded 
with great difficulty in procuring a ticket and went to the 
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platform to take his seat in the carriage, he pushed him into a 
compartment in which a sweeper was sitting. The unfortu- 
nate Brahman called to the railway Baboo and entreated him to 
seat him in some other compartment, but here again the peon 
interfered and in the Baboo’s presence told him to keep quiet, 
that all the carriages were full and the train was just about 
to start. The Pandit had no resource but to travel with a 
sweeper. The writer wonders that such oppression should be 
practised on passengers even on a State railway, and hopes 
Government will see to this. The second letter says that on 
the night of the 22nd May, notwithstanding the large number 
of passengers at the Allahabad railway station, there was only 
one Baboo to distribute the first, second, and third class 
tickets, the consequence of which was that about 100 persons 


could not get tickets, and had to wait till next morning to 
proceed on their journey. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 5th June, noticing the ap- 
proaching visit of the Prince of Wales to India, remarks that 
as this will be the first time in Indian history of the advent 
of the future sovereign of Great Britain and India to this 
country, it is proper for the people to commemorate the me- 
morable event by displaying their loyalty in some conspicuous 
way. The best plan, in the editor’s opinion, will be to collect 
a handsome subscription, to which the chiefs and princes and 
the gentlemen and Government officers of high rank of all 
the Indian Presidencies should be invited to contribute. A 
portion of the amount thus raised should be spent in giving 
an exceptionally honourable reception to the Prince, another in 
‘preparing a suitable present for him, and the remainder in 


establishing an industrial arts school for the benefitof the 
country in His Royal Highness’s name, _ 


The writer adds that the municipal funds of all cities 
visited by his Royal Highness should be devoted entirely to 
objects of public utility, to commemorate the occasion. __ 
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The Meerut Gazette of the same date pronounces the opi- 
niots expressed by the: Chairman of the Bombay Town Coun- 
cil at’a recent meeting of the Council held for the purpose of 
diseussing the best plans for the: reception of. the. Prince on 
his advent to Bombay (viz., that the expenses of the reeeption 
could be borne: by the- municipality under the clause of the 
Municipal Act authorizing theexpenditure of municipal funds 
in objects of public utility) as erroneous: and a perversion of 
the meaning of the clause in. question. In the editor’s opi- 
nion the expenditure. of the. fands in: the. Prince's reception 
and entertainment can bring no, real, gain to the people, es- 
pecially when.it is remembered that they will have no admit- 
tance to the darbars: and fétes. which willbe held in honour 
of His Royal Highness. If a, sarai or alms-house or some 
other work of public utility be executed it would of course be 
a source of lasting g good and usefulness for the public. 


‘The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 7th June quotes with 
approval the remarks and suggestions of the Oudh Akhbar on 
the Prince’s approaching visit, which are as follows :— 


(1.) As -has been suggested by a French journalist, the 
Prince would do well to bring a number of medals with him 
for conferment on the Hindustanis. None can bea more suit- 
able personage for conferring such distinction than the heir- 
apparent of the sovereign of Great Britain and its dependen- 
cies ; and by doing so His Royal Highness will gain a high 
renown and reputation, while the medals will be a lasting 
memorial of him. 


(2.) The Prince need not bring with him a large num- 
ber of troops and followers, as some English journalists have 
suggested ; a procession suitable to his dignity and other 
necessary arrangements for his pomp and splendour can be 
provided for him here. Of course the more the number of 
high officers and dignitaries of state who compose his suite 
and cortége the better it will be both for him and for India. 
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(3.) Whether the Prince should come out to India in his 
private capacity or as Her Majesty’s representative is 'a 
matter of no great importance, as in either case he will 
,eceive the same honour and respect as are shown to Her 
Majesty. 

(4.) The suggestions made by some journalists that the 
presents which the Prince may receive from Indian princes 
and noblemen should be sold is mean and foolish. Such a 
course will be extremely unpleasant and discouraging to the 
givers of the presents. Hither no exchange of presents 
should take place, or those which may be received should go 
with the Prince to England. Presents such as an elephant 
and the like, which it may be inconvenient to carry to Kng- 
land, might with advantage be refused with thanks. 
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